Management of antacid impactions in hemodialysis and renal transplant patients.
Ten cases of intestinal obstruction caused by antacid impactions in renal transplant and hemodialysis patients were added to 16 reports in the literature. In six instances, operative intervention was necessary because of failure of vigorous medical therapy. Three patients who died had perforation of the colon at sites of stercoral ulceration due to firm antacid impactions. Aggressive medical and surgical management of constipation and fecal impaction is recommended. The outlook is grim once colonic perforation has occurred.